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DISCUSSION POINTS

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
The opioid crisis continues to be a growing national emergency. Populations      
adversely affected by the social determinants of health, trauma and oppression are 
more likely to experience adverse events. There is also a discordance between the 
increase in opioid-related harm and medical education on opioid prescribing and non-
cancer chronic pain. According to a survey of incoming PGY-1 residents, approximately 
63.5% (n = 273) were not at all comfortable with managing opioid therapy. 
The Response to Opioid Crisis curriculum is a timely opportunity to approach the opioid 
crisis and further educate stakeholders, including faculty, preceptors, residents, and 
medical students, about opioids, their appropriate use and response to misuse. 

As a project champion, you can share this curriculum with your network of 
educational leaders, curriculum leads and interested learners. This national curriculum 
is available in English and French, and online through medical schools free of charge.

WAYS TO IMPLEMENT THE CURRICULUM

INTENDED AUDIENCE
✔ Modules for students, residents, fellows, and physicians in practice
✔ Medical student curriculum designed to move with students through their medical education
✔ Modules can be integrated into the curriculum or used for independent learning
✔ Resident and continuing professional development modules are designed to be free-standing

REPLACE 
EXISTING 
LEARNING 
SESSIONS 

FLIPPED 
CLASSROOM 

DIDACTIC 
SESSIONS 

PREPARATION FOR ELECTIVES AND OTHER 
TRAINING EXPERIENCES IN PAIN 
MANAGEMENT AND ADDICTION MEDICINE 

CASE-BASED 
DISCUSSIONS 
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This project has been made 
possible through a financial 
contribution from Health Canada. 
The views expressed herein do not 
necessarily represent the views of 
Health Canada.

Links to curriculum 
and companion guides 

to be shared upon 
request.

Curriculum content is 
updated annually.

Medical students can 
register without cost 
for the UGME, PGME 

and CPD curricula 
through the AFMC 

opioid website.

Additional resources 
such as Faculty 

Development Tools 
and a Simulation 

Playbook of case-based 
scenarios are available 

on the AFMC opioid 
website.

HOW TO ACCESS SHARED RESOURCES

1. The Public Health Perspective
2. Core Concepts in Pain
3. Core Concepts in the

Management of Chronic Pain
4. Pathophysiology of Pain and

Pharmacology of Opioids
5. Opioid Prescribing
6. Opioid Stewardship in Palliative

Care
7. Safe Storage and Proper Disposal

of Opioids
8. Recognizing Opioid Use Disorder
9. Management of Opioid Use

Disorder
10. Cultural Considerations, Legalities,

and Enhancing Competence

1. Injectable Opioid Agonist 
Treatment (iOAT)

2. Physician Liability
3. Chronic Pain and Opioid

Use in the Elderly
4. Women’s Health
5. Pediatrics: Continuum

of Care from Birth to
Later Years

6. Emergency Medicine
7. Psychiatry
8. Hospital-based

Medicine

AVAILABLE
UGME MODULES

AVAILABLE
PGME MODULES

AVAILABLE 
CPD MODULES

To register and for more 
information, please visit:

opioids.afmc.ca

1. Building Relationships with 
Individuals: Navigating 
Difficult Conversations

2. Opioid Stewardship: 
Prescribing and Management

3. Opioid Stewardship: Rotation 
and Deprescribing

4. Medical Addiction Treatment
5. Management of Chronic Pain 

in Differing Contexts
6. Cancer-related Pain
7. Advanced Knowledge of Pain 

Management
8. Management of Chronic Pain

https://opioids.afmc.ca/
https://opioids.afmc.ca/
Marcia
Cross-Out
Links




